
 

 
THE MUSICAL MAKERS 

 
An evening with Academy Award-winner Julian Fellowes and the Olivier Award-winning musical 

theatre writing partnership George Stiles and Anthony Drewe 
 
 
In 2004, Disney teamed up with legendary theatre producer Cameron Mackintosh to produce the 
stage version of Mary Poppins. Thus began the first creative collaboration between Julian Fellowes 
(writer of Downton Abbey and Gosford Park) and song-writing duo George Stiles and Anthony Drewe 
(Honk!, Betty Blue Eyes, Just So, Travels With My Aunt). The result was a West End and Broadway 
smash-hit, loved by audiences of all ages from all over the world. 
 
To celebrate the current UK tour of Mary Poppins and the 2016 premières of their new stage musicals 
Half a Sixpence and Wind in the Willows, join us for an exclusive evening with writer Julian Fellowes, 
composer George Stiles and lyricist Anthony Drewe. They will talk about their work, creative process 
and shed light on the glorious fun of writing a musical! 
 
With songs performed from all three shows by West End actress Caroline Sheen (Grease, Mamma 
Mia, Les Misérables, Mary Poppins), this one-off unique event will treat ticket holders to a sneak 
preview of material from Half a Sixpence and Wind in the Willows before both shows open to the 
public. There will also be an audience Q&A. 

The event is in aid of three charities: 
 
Weldmar  
Weldmar Hospicecare is a charity for people with a life-limiting illness living in Dorset.  Our 
compassionate approach supports patients and their families, medically and in other ways, in the 
community, in the hospice and at home.  All our care is free and reliant on public donations. At 
Weldmar Hospicecare we care for people, not just symptoms and illnesses.  We take time to focus on 
what matters to each patient and their family.   
 
Each year we support over a thousand people living with the effects of life-limiting illnesses.  Our 
services are provided free to people across Dorset. We employ nurses, doctors, therapists, social 
workers, counsellors and a chaplain who work in patients’ homes, the hospice and the community, 
supported by trained volunteers. We are a charity and only receive 30% of our funding from the 
NHS.  We rely on donations to continue our work. 
 
Polio Plus  
We are all at risk if we don’t finish the job 
In 1985 there were 1,000 cases of paralytic polio in the world every day. Arguably, the lucky ones died 
- the others were paralysed for life. As many of these were in developing countries, with no help 
available, they spent their lives crawling on hands and knees. 
 
This year, thanks to Rotarians and our partners in the fight against polio, we have only had nine cases 
in the whole world, but this is nine cases too many. Children get polio because their immunity is low 
as they have been given no, or very few doses of, polio vaccine. All it needs is one person incubating 
polio to arrive in a country where not everyone has complete immunity (and that includes the UK), 
and we could have polio epidemics again. Please help us to eradicate polio from the world. 
 



 

Mercury Musical Developments 
Mercury Musical Developments is the UK’s only membership organisation dedicated to developing 
new musical theatre writing. It nurtures and supports the work of bookwriters, lyricists and composers 
through a series of initiatives including workshops, masterclasses and showcasing opportunities. 
George Stiles and Anthony Drewe are founding board members.  
 
For more information on any of the shows featured in this event, please visit 
the production websites by clicking on the images below: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“The Musical Makers” event details: 
Saturday 18th June 2016 at 19.30 
 
Electric Palace Theatre 
35 South Street, Bridport, Dorset, DT6 3NY 
01308 428354 
www.electricpalace.org.uk  
 
Ticket: £18 available via Weldmar Hospicecare on 01305 261800 or at www.weld-
hospice.org.uk/musical  
 
Press enquiries: lettie@stilesanddrewe.com  
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