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Rotary Polio Story

Rotary Club Briefing

The Rotary Polio Story continues to be a reliable ‘hook’ for successful engagement 
with the public and media. 

Once engaged with the Rotary Polio Story, both the public and the media are more interested in finding 
out more about Rotary generally so let’s work together and use that for our advantage. 

Using Rotary Day on Friday 23rd February to tell the Rotary Polio Story in a fun way will raise 
awareness about Rotary generally, promote further involvement and membership opportunities for your 
district/club particularly, whilst also raising awareness and funds for the End Polio Now campaign – a win 
win on so many fronts.  

It is really important to maximise the potential benefits around PURPLE PINKIE DAY and that the 
activities and messaging tie in with our continued push to promote Rotary membership.

For more information, please email Rotary in Great Britain 
and Ireland Polio Champion Jannine Birtwistle 

mailto:pauljannine@icloud.com


The priorities
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There are three main priorities for us as Rotarians to help End Polio Now and forever:

1. Raise funds for Rotary End Polio Now

2. Advocacy generally, and in Great Britain and Ireland particularly with local politicians, MPs and MEPs

3. Keep the Rotary profile linked closely with the polio campaign to ensure our pioneering role is recognised

Regular events and media coverage, including social media, are great ways to help with all three of these 
priorities. The more Rotarians, clubs and districts help Rotary meet these priorities the easier they all 
become – so here are some ideas for PURPLE PINKIE DAY on 23rd February 2018

For more information, please email Rotary in Great Britain 
and Ireland Polio Champion Jannine Birtwistle 

mailto:pauljannine@icloud.com


Host a 
Purple Pinkie Day

Rotary Club Briefing

To mark Rotary Day 2018, we would love clubs to host a PURPLE PINKIE DAY.

When this idea for Rotary Day 2018 here in Great Britain and Ireland was conceived, it was going to be 
called “Rotary Mock Polio National Immunisation (NID) for Rotary Day”. 

However it was thought that this may potentially cause concern and misunderstandings. We have 
therefore renamed it as PURPLE PINKIE DAY and still hope the main focus from a Rotary Polio 
perspective will be doing something that mimics an NID, such as purple nail varnish painting. 

This gives Rotarians the opportunity to explain what happens on a mass NID when literally every single 
child under 5 years of age in an entire country receives their life saving polio drops in a single day.

For more information, please email Rotary in Great Britain 
and Ireland Polio Champion Jannine Birtwistle 

mailto:pauljannine@icloud.com
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• Wear purple Rotary / End Polio Now clothing

• Sell or give away Purple4Polio ice cream
• Seek donation in exchange for Purple4Polio

Jam* - enjoy the jam and fill your jar with coins

1. Planning ideas

1. Work together with both your district and club teams including your District Governor, District 
Foundation Chairman (DRFC), District End Polio Now Champion, Membership, Public Image, Youth and 
the whole family of Rotary to make this a really worthwhile and fun event. Get Rotarians in your district 
who have been on National Immunisation Day trips involved and/or local polio survivors as well as local 
children, Rotakids and Interact.

2. Each district has a new Rotary Kiosk which could be a focal point for a district event for PURPLE 
PINKIE DAY. Speak to your DG to find out how, where and when your district one is being used and 
consider buying your own for your club or group of clubs in your town (available for £155 including 
delivery from Rotarian Archie Ralston).

3. Use PURPLE PINKIE DAY to help with what you are already doing or planning to do for potential  new 
satellite club opportunities or membership drives.

4. Use the #Purple4Polio theme to give a common thread across the whole of Rotary in Great Britain and 
Ireland (which helps to both maximise exposure online and show high levels of activity if media outlets, 
the public etc. do any searches). The preferred option we want you to consider is holding a PURPLE 
PINKIE DAY featuring Mock Polio National Immunisations with the painting of people’s little fingers with 
purple nail varnish (please see guidance on this). Some other promotional ideas include:

• Seek donations for purple crocus buttonholes
• Hold a name the bear competition with your

own Rotary Polio Bear 

• Use End Polio Now branded merchandise
from the End Polio Now shop and take
advantage of a special branded pen offer
(50p per pen when ordering 50+ for use on
Rotary Day activities)*

• Get local beauticians or nail parlours
involved with doing special purple
manicures.

• Anything having #Purple4Polio fun

*For more information, please email Rotary in Great
Britain and Ireland Polio Champion Jannine Birtwistle

mailto:pauljannine@icloud.com
https://www.rotarygbi.org/what-we-do/purple4polio/ice-cream/
https://endpolionowguernseyshop.org/
mailto:archie@protrol.co.uk
https://endpolionowguernseyshop.org/all/list?categoryId=2
https://www.rotarygbi.org/media/2018/01/Purple-Pinkie-fingernail-painting-guidance.pdf
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5. Use   PURPLE PINKIE DAY to raise funds through the ideas in this Briefing Note and from your own 
creative thinking. You can also involve local businesses, Chamber of Commerce, Young Business 
Group, professional bodies, community groups, residential homes and so on. You will be surprised how 
many will say yes if you just engage with them and tell them what you are doing and why.

6. Hold events in public venues, or where there is a large, relatively captive audience such as:

• Shopping centres, airports, train stations
• Schools, colleges, universities (be sure to check half terms dates in your area)
• Large local businesses

7. Use #Purple4Polio, #EndPolio and #PeopleofAction hashtags in your active social media postings to 
enable people, including the media, to quickly find the wealth of activities across the whole of RIBI. 
There are multiple times when you can be using social media - before the event, on the day itself and 
afterwards – and don’t forget to link it to the messages coming out from the Membership and Public 
Image teams for Rotary 2 and speak to your district social media leader to see how they can assist you.

8. Get your local celebrities, politicians, MPs and MEPs involved (use this as another opportunity to 
engage with them to keep the Rotary End Polio Now campaign high on their radar).

9. Make the most of resources which are available to promote Rotary and End Polio Now. There are a 
range of physical and digital resources available.

• Press release template
• Draft social media posts and images
• Purple4Polio resources public area - further Member only resources also available
• Membership and Marketing resources available to order through the online shop - please consult 

the Resource Guide for further detail on publications
• People of Action pull ups are available to hire on a first come, first served basis. Digital versions of 

the artwork for local manufacture are available. 

For more information, please email Rotary in Great Britain 
and Ireland Polio Champion Jannine Birtwistle 

mailto:pauljannine@icloud.com
https://www.schoolholidayseurope.eu/school-holidays-2018-uk.html
https://www.rotarygbi.org/what-we-do/purple4polio/resources/
https://www.rotarygbi.org/members/humanitarian-service-programmes/rotary-foundation-2/polio/purple4polio/
https://shop.ribi.org/
https://www.rotarygbi.org/media/2017/09/Membership-resources-guide_210917.pdf
https://www.rotarygbi.org/members/public-image/marketing-resources/
https://shop.ribi.org/people-of-action-pull-ups-various-designs-available.html
https://www.rotarygbi.org/media/2018/01/Rotary-press-release-Rotary-Purple-Pinkie-Day-23rd-February-2018.doc
https://www.rotarygbi.org/media/2018/01/Rotary-Day-2018-sample-social-media-posts-for-clubs.zip
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11. Ensure those involved are up to speed on the Rotary Polio Story. Visit the following for more
information:

• Polio Factsheet: The Basics
• End Polio Now website
• Global Polio Eradication Initiative website

12. If you have video display facilities or are looking for some social media content to share or post,
check out the variety of short films available on polio, as well as the brand new membership videos
produced for Rotary 2, showcasing flexible Rotary and club projects.

13. Send details of your events to Rotary in Great Britain and Ireland Polio Champion Jannine Birtwistle

14. Have #Purple4Polio fun!

2. After the event

15. Send pictures, stories and media coverage from your event to Rotary in Great Britain and Ireland
Polio Champion Jannine Birtwistle.

16. Follow up with any new contacts you made from your event to build future relationships:

• People interested in joining or finding out more about Rotary and future events
• Media outlets who covered your story
• Schools, businesses or community groups who got involved with your event to see if they'd like to

get involved in the future.

For more information, please email Rotary in Great Britain 
and Ireland Polio Champion Jannine Birtwistle 

mailto:pauljannine@icloud.com
mailto:pauljannine@icloud.com
mailto:pauljannine@icloud.com
https://www.endpolio.org/
http://polioeradication.org/
https://www.rotarygbi.org/media/2017/06/Purple4Polio-Fact-Sheet-Polio-The-Basics.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLX9HVhnfppHylftu-g2WEK3pYaysS3y-O
https://www.rotarygbi.org/media/2018/01/Online-videos-list-for-polio-awareness.pdf
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3. Build on the success

17. Make sure you are prepared with press releases, social media stories and signage for the purple
crocuses about to bloom in your area. Make sure as many people know why they are there, what they
represent and that this is all about the Rotary Polio Story.

18. Continue to involve the whole Rotary family and all committees including Public Image and
Membership in your club and district related polio activities so together we can build on the success of
Rotary Day 2018 and the Rotary 2 initiatives.

19. Start thinking about Purple Crocus Corms for 2018 planting and how you could engage with sports
venues, sports teams and disabled sports people to bring a new dimension to the community involvement
with the planting (details for 2018 corm orders will be available by end January.)

20. Get involved with the Purple4Polio Grand Tour from 21st – 24th May 2018.

21. Plan how you can use the purple crocus buttonholes and start talking to your DRFC so new orders are
placed in April, ready for use on World Polio Day 24th October 2018.

22. Contact Doncaster St Leger Rotary Club through their Facebook page to see how their education pack
can help you connect with young people and get them learning about End Polio Now as part of their
education.

23. Email Jannine Birtwistle with any ideas or suggestions for future #Purple4Polio activities.

For more information, please email Rotary in Great Britain 
and Ireland Polio Champion Jannine Birtwistle 

Host a
Purple Pinkie Day

mailto:pauljannine@icloud.com
mailto:pauljannine@icloud.com
https://www.rotarygbi.org/what-we-do/purple4polio-rotary-grand-tour/
https://www.facebook.com/doncasterstlegerrotary/
https://www.rotarygbi.org/what-we-do/purple4polio/resources/
https://www.rotarygbi.org/media/2018/01/Rotary-press-release-Its-coming-up-smelling-of-crocuses.doc
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