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Earth Hour – A Global 

Switch Off Campaign 

Gabrielle Back, The Environmental Group 

Chairman writes:  

This year’s Earth Hour is on Saturday 

24th March from 8.30 pm to 9.30 pm 

The Earth Hour initiative was instigated 

by the World Wildlife Fund for Nature 

(WWF). It started in Sydney in 2007 

when 2.2 million residents participated 

by turning off non-essential lights for an 

hour. It has now grown to be the largest 

movement for the planet in human 

history, spanning some 7,000 cities in 

152 countries with a digital reach of 200 

million. 

 

Earth Hour, More on the Tree Planting Challenge, 

Reduce your Energy Costs & Reduce your Carbon Footprint 

Plastic Waste, Environmental Education 
 

Each Earth Hour is so much more than a symbolic act of switching off lights for an hour, it is a 

continuous movement driving actions, large and small, that are changing the world that we live in. 

In the UK during the Earth Hour the lights of Big Ben and other public buildings are switched off 

and Rotarians and friends are encouraged to participate in your own home or business by turning 

off the lights for an hour. 

As a Club why not arrange for your regular meeting to be held by candlelight in the week 

before or after the 24th March? 
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Plant Your Trees From Mid-March to Mid-April but Watch Out For The 

Weather! 
 

Terry Knowles, our Tree Consultant writes: 
 

Those Clubs who have ordered Free Community Trees from the Woodland Trust can expect them 

to be delivered in the 2nd or 3rd week of March. They come in soil pots so will keep a while before 

planting as long as they are kept moist and frost free.  
 

When planting, try to do so when the ground is free of frost and more frosty weather is not 

imminent. Hopefully April showers will help to water the trees in but be prepared to water if we get 

a dry spell. 
 

Do not leave it too late to plant as once the trees start to flush and leaves start to sprout, it means 

the sap is rising again and there is less chance of them ‘taking’. 

--------------------------- 

The Tree Challenge: Hints on Planting Trees 
 

A leaflet has been prepared giving hints on how best to plant both the small ‘Community’ trees 

being delivered by the Woodland Trust in March, and also the OVO Community trees. 
 

For those planting the 45 trees for £62 from the Woodland Trust, there is also information on how 

best to plant them for the best results. 

 

If you would like to receive this, please contact Terry: Terry Knowles TERUNA2@aol.com or 

Rotarytrees@gmail.com or Telephone 01423 525014. 

 

mailto:TERUNA2@aol.com
mailto:Rotarytrees@gmail.com
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Saving Money as well as Reducing Your Carbon Footprint! 
 
Environment & Sustainability Group Member Bruce Boucher writes: 
 
It may sound obvious that the outdoor temperature mostly dictates the energy required to heat 
your home. However, many Domestic Boilers don’t know what the temperature is outside. If the 
Boiler could acquire that information, a great deal of energy could be saved, saving you money 
and reducing your Carbon Footprint.. 
 
Most Boilers work from a time-clock, set to the home owners own parameters. This can be 
from a simple “on” in the morning and “off” in the evening, to much more complicated timing 
patterns. 
 
Few systems are able to communicate with the outdoor temperature, if they did they would 
compensate for fluctuations in temperature. This winter we have experienced many days and 
weeks of sub-zero outdoor temperatures. At -5ºC or less you use much more energy than at 
say +5ºC, a 10 degree temperature difference 
 
The Boiler when able to be connected to the outdoor temperature, regulates the water 
temperature in your heating system and compensates for the varying outdoor temperatures, 
saving energy. 

 

How can you achieve this? Although the leaving water temperature is set to the Boiler 
operating parameters, by pulsing the Boiler “off” and “on” regulates the water temperature in 
the pipes and radiators to meet the heat losses from the home. 
 
This is known as weather compensation, at times when maximum Leaving Water Temperature 
is needed little saving can be made. However when the outdoor temperature rises, the savings 
can be as high as 20% with an average of 10% saved over an extended period. 
 
Most Commercial buildings have this facility installed, controlled by computers and 
sophisticated equipment, saving huge sums of money on space heating. 
 
Like most measures of savings you have to invest to save, and you don’t always get the 
returns on your investment in the first year. I fitted one 6 years ago in a large detached property 
built in the late 60’s and don’t regret the investment of £250.00, I have saved my original 
investment many times over! 
 

The Environmental Sustainability Group is part of the RIBI Home Committee – and much more 
information about Environmental matters can be found on our webpage: 
https://www.rotarygbi.org/members/humanitarian-service-
programmes/community/environment-sustainability-group/ 
 

https://www.rotarygbi.org/members/humanitarian-service-programmes/community/environment-sustainability-group/
https://www.rotarygbi.org/members/humanitarian-service-programmes/community/environment-sustainability-group/
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Plastic Waste – A 

Global Problem 

In recent weeks we have 

heard a great deal in the 

media about plastic 

waste.  

The images of waste in 

the world’s oceans and 

seas are shocking – and 

the accompanying 

poster, originally 

developed by the Rotary 

Club of Bayonne-Biarritz 

and displayed on 

beaches in the Cote 

Landaise, provides some 

background information 

regarding the 

biodegradability of 

various waste items. 

Plastic itself isn’t the 

problem, it is the way we 

use it and dispose of it 

that needs to change 

We all have a 

responsibility to look after 

our planet – and reducing 

the amount of plastic we 

use and send to landfill is 

one way of working 

towards this aim. 
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Gabrielle Back, Chairman of the 

Environmental Group and a Trustee of 

the NAEE writes: 

 

The National Association for 

Environmental Education (NAEE) 

supports education for sustainable 

development. It is an independent 

charitable organisation that was 

founded some 50 years ago and 

supports teaching and learning about 

the environment in the formal 

education sector at all ages. 

The National Association for Environmental Education UK (NAEE) 

 

The Association produces a termly journal that contains articles and case studies about how 

Environmental education and education for Sustainable Development can be used to make 

learning and the curriculum come alive for children. 

 

The Association runs an outdoor educational project, Hugh Kenrick Days, which offers 

schools in the West Midlands the opportunity to apply for financial support to environmental 

outdoor centres Visits are designed to link with the development of environmental work 

across the curriculum. 

 

We are in discussion with the NAEE with a view to becoming project partners in the area of 

environmental education. We both believe that first hand educational experiences in their 

local environment helps young people to understand the importance of the biosphere to all 

life on the planet. It is also a source of well being and fulfilment and a motivation towards 

sustainable living. 

 

For more information about the NAEE take a look at their website -  www.naee.org.uk 

 

 

http://www.naee.org.uk/

